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This is a series highlighting best-of-breed utilities. We cover a wide range of utilities including tools that boost your productivity, help you manage your workflow, and lots more besides.

Portable Document Format (PDF) is a file format created by Adobe Systems in 1993 for document exchange. The format includes a subset of the PostScript page description programming language, a font-embedding system, and a structural storage system.










PDF Mix Tool is a small utility that allows you to perform common editing operations on PDF files. It’s a Qt-based tool that’s written in C++.

Installation

We’re installing PDF Mix Tool on a completely fresh installation of Ubuntu 21.10.

We first need to install the software’s dependencies and tools. There’s quite a few we’re missing with a new installation of Ubuntu, although some of them you may already have installed on your system, particularly if you compile software.

$ sudo apt install git cmake build-essential libqpdf-dev imagemagick libmagick++-dev qtbase5-dev qtchooser qt5-qmake qtbase5-dev-tools libqt5svg5-dev qttools5-dev

The build-essential package includes g++ which is needed to compile this software.

Next issue the following commands at a terminal:

$ git clone https://gitlab.com/scarpetta/pdfmixtool

$ cd pdfmixtool

$ mkdir build

$ cd build

$ cmake .. -DCMAKE_INSTALL_PREFIX=/usr -DCMAKE_BUILD_TYPE=Release

$ make -j 6

We’re using the make -j option as this enables the compiler to use more CPU cores, which speeds up compilation enormously.

If you don’t want to manually compile the software, you can install the software using flatpak or snap.

Using flatpak

If you’re never used Flatpaks before, you’ll first need to install the flatpak package. At a shell type:

$ sudo apt install flatpak

$ flatpak install flathub eu.scarpetta.PDFMixTool

Run the program with the command:

$ flatpak run eu.scarpetta.PDFMixTool

Using Snap

$ sudo snap install pdfmixtool

$ sudo snap connect pdfmixtool:removable-media

There may also be a convenient package available for your distribution.
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Data Science

			Take our free interactive courses in data science. There are courses for Python using pandas and plotnine and R using ggplot2.

Get up to speed in 20 minutes. No programming knowledge is required.
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			Read our curated lists of great free programming books. Learn Java, C, Python, C++, C#, JavaScript, PHP, and many more languages.
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