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Portable Document Format (PDF) is a file format created by Adobe Systems in 1993 for document exchange. The format includes a subset of the PostScript page description programming language, a font-embedding system, and a structural storage system.

Over the years PDF has become an extremely important file format. If you want to create documents that can be viewed under all major operating systems, PDF is the ticket, as it maintains the overall look and feel of documents regardless of what platform they are viewed under.










There is a large range of PDF-related software available with many different applications available that can both output to and open files. Many open source software save documents to this format such as LibreOffice and GIMP.

The purpose of this Group Test is to highlight high quality small tools that are designed to manipulate PDF files. We are not considering PDF editors, PDF viewers, tools that add an OCR layer to PDF files here. This is because these categories are covered by other legendary Group Tests.

We focus on 10 small open source tools. Here’s our rating of the software featured here.



For each title we have compiled its own portal page, providing a screenshot of the software in action (where relevant), a full description with an in-depth analysis of its features, together with links to relevant resources.


	PDF Manipulation Tools
	PDFsam	Extract pages, split, merge, mix and rotate PDF files
	Tabula	Extract data tables inside PDF files
	PDF Mix Tool	Perform common editing operations on PDF files
	pdftk	The PDF toolkit
	pstoedit	Translates PostScript and PDF graphics into other vector formats
	PDF Chain	Graphical user interface for The PDF Toolkit
	img2pdf	Lossless conversion of raster images to PDF
	wkhtmltopdf	Render HTML into PDF
	krop	Simple graphical tool to crop the pages of PDF files
	PDF Arranger	Merge, rearrange, split, rotate, and crop PDFs




	Read our complete collection of recommended free and open source software. Our curated compilation covers all categories of software. 



The software collection forms part of our series of informative articles for Linux enthusiasts. There are hundreds of in-depth reviews, open source alternatives to proprietary software from large corporations like Google, Microsoft, Apple, Adobe, IBM, Cisco, Oracle, and Autodesk. 



There are also fun things to try, hardware, free programming books and tutorials, and much more.
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Data Science

			Take our free interactive courses in data science. There are courses for Python using pandas and plotnine and R using ggplot2.

Get up to speed in 20 minutes. No programming knowledge is required.



		Recent Comments

	Steve Emms on 10 Best Free and Open Source Qt File Managers
	Alan J on 10 Best Free and Open Source Qt File Managers
	Steve Emms on 11 Best Free and Open Source GTK File Managers
	PastorEdB on 11 Best Free and Open Source GTK File Managers
	aryadev on Machine Learning in Linux: Terminal GPT – ChatGPT 3.5 with no API keys
	Nessie on bauh – manage your Linux applications
	Peter on bauh – manage your Linux applications
	Steve Emms on 11 Best Free Linux Webcam Tools (Updated 2023)
	edw on Linux at Home: Plan your Ideal Garden with Linux
	Steve Emms on Create Vector Graphics with Open Source Software







Programming Books

			Read our curated lists of great free programming books. Learn Java, C, Python, C++, C#, JavaScript, PHP, and many more languages.

Alternatively, check out our series of great free programming tutorials.
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		Mega Compilations

			100 GUI Apps

100 TUI Apps

100 CLI Apps



		





New to Linux?

			Begin your Linux journey with our easy-to-understand guide designed for newcomers.



		Reviews

			We’ve written tons of in-depth and completely impartial reviews of open source software. Read our reviews.
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		Replace Proprietary Software

			Migrate from large multinational software companies and embrace free and open source solutions. We recommend alternatives for software from:


	

Google	

Microsoft	

Apple
	

Adobe	

IBM	

Autodesk
	

Oracle	

Atlassian	

Corel
	

Cisco	

Intuit	

SAS





		Desktops

			9 Best Desktops

24 KDE Themes

33 KDE Widgets

36 GNOME Extensions

Pantheon, Trinity, LXDE



		System Tools

			Manage your system with 40 essential system tools. We’ve written an in-depth review for each of them.

We’re also writing a series of reviews showcasing excellent utilities.
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